Examples of "specific" causes of death that may serve as the underlying cause of death on a death certificate

This list is meant to provide examples of potential underlying causes of death. It is by no means exhaustive in terms of its scope. Such examples are considered specific and explain the underlying reason(s) for a patient's demise. Abbreviations are NOT permitted on the death certificate (i.e. Pulmonary TB must be written as Pulmonary Tuberculosis)

Abdominal aortic aneurysm, ruptured
Acquired immune deficiency syndrome, non-drug related
Acquire immune deficiency syndrome, drug-related (needs ME referral in every case)
Acute lymphocytic leukemia
Acute myelocytic leukemia
Acute pancreatitis
Alcoholic cirrhosis
Alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency
Alzheimer's dementia
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
Aortic stenosis, senile calcific
Aortic stenosis, bicuspid
Asbestosis (should refer to ME)
Asthma
Atherosclerotic heart disease
Berry aneurysm rupture, cerebral

(Squamous/ Adeno) Carcinoma of the:
(any of the following)	Appendix
Bladder
Breast
				Cervix
Colon
Endometrium
Esophagus
Fallopian tube
Gallbladder 
Kidney
Lung 
Ovary
Pancreas
					Prostate
Rectum 
Small intestine
Stomach
Vagina


Examples of "specific" causes of death that may serve as the underlying cause of death on a death certificate
--cont'd--

Cholangiocarcinoma
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia
Chronic myelocytic leukemia
Coronary artery disease
Crohn's disease
Diabetes mellitus, insulin-dependent
Diabetes mellitus, non-insulin dependent
Down's syndrome (or other specific genetic diseases/ syndromes)
Emphysema, pulmonary
Epilepsy, idiopathic
Essential hypertension
Familial amyloidosis
Hepatocellular carcinoma
Hereditary hemochromatosis
Hodgkin's lymphoma
Meningococcal meningitis (refer to the ME)
Metastatic carcinoma of ______________ (i.e. breast, lung, etc)
Multiple myeloma
Myelodysplastic syndrome
Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma
Osteosarcoma (or other sarcoma), include site (i.e. right leg)
Parkinson's disease
Peptic ulcer, gastric, perforated
Peptic ulcer, duodenal, perforated 
Pneumonia, 	(you must specify site):
		Right upper lobe
		Right middle lobe
		Right lower lobe
		Left upper lobe
Left lower lobe
		Multi-lobar
Polycythemia vera
Primary biliary cirrhosis
Progressive systemic sclerosis (i.e. scleroderma)
Pulmonary hypertension, idiopathic
Pulmonary (or Miliary) Tuberculosis
Rheumatic heart disease, (specify valve)
Sarcoidosis
Systemic lupus erythematosus
Tetralogy of Fallot (or other specific congenital heart disease)
Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura
Ulcerative colitis
Usual interstitial pneumonitis
Wegener's granulomatosis


All of the following are examples of mechanisms of death or non-specific processes that may NOT appear on a death certificate unless followed by an underlying (i.e. specific) cause

Asystole
Abscess
Acute respiratory distress syndrome
Arrhythmia
Bleeding esophageal varices
Bowel obstruction
Cardiomyopathy
Cardiopulmonary arrest
Cerebrovascular accident, non-traumatic
Cirrhosis 
Congestive heart failure
Dementia
Empyema
Encephalopathy
End-stage renal (liver or other) disease
Gastrointestinal hemorrhage or other hemorrhage (i.e. intracranial)
Hepatitis
Hepatorenal syndrome
Herniation of brain
Lactic acidosis (or other metabolic derangement)
Liver failure
Multi-organ failure
Myocardial infarction
Myocarditis
Nephrotic/ Nephritic syndrome
Peritonitis
Pulmonary edema
Pulmonary thrombo-embolism
Pulseless electrical activity
Renal failure
Respiratory failure
Sepsis
Shock (from any cause)
Uremia
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Any condition listed below that contributes to the events leading to death MUST be referred to the ME in every instance

Accident
Adverse/ Anaphylactic reaction
Asphyxia
Aspiration
Assault
Bite
Blunt impact
Burn
Child abuse
Choking
Contusion
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD)
Crush injury
Drowning
Drug (or alcohol) overdose
Drug (or alcohol) reaction
Drug (or alcohol) toxicity
Electrocution
Explosion
Fall
Fire
Fracture (if trauma related)
Gunshot
Heat stroke
Homicide
Hyperthermia
Hypothermia
Injury
Intoxication
Intravenous drug use/abuse
Laceration
Neglect
Overdose
Paraplegia/ Quadriplegia (often injury or trauma related) 
Poisoning
Pulmonary emboli (if trauma or injury related)
Seizure (if post-traumatic)
Sting
Subdural/ Epidural hematoma or Subarachnoid hemorrhage (often trauma related)
Suffocation
Suicide
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--cont'd--

Therapeutic complication
Transfusion reaction
Toxicity
Trauma
Wound
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