Health systems structure and financing curriculum outline*
	Session
	Title
	Teacher(s)
	Content
	Readings (please read in advance)

	1
	Introduction to the US health care system
	Jeff Farber and
Kristina Gestuvo 
	· Health insurance in the US 
· Health expenditures 
· Health care reform in the US 
· Paying for performance 
	· Medicare Payment, Hospital Falls and Unintended Consequences. Inouye et al. NEJM 2009. 360:23.
· The Perfect Storm of Overutilization. Emanuel and Fuchs. JAMA 2008.299:2789
· Rehospitalizations Among Patients in the Medicare Fee-for-service Program. Jencks et al. NEJM 2009. 360:1418

	2
	Cost and Cost Effectiveness
	Deb Korenstein
	· Value in health care
· What is cost effectiveness and how is it measured?
· Reading a cost effectiveness analysis
	· The Cost Conundrum. What a Texas town can teach us about health care. Atul Gawande. The New Yorker. June 1, 2009
· High value cost-conscious health care: Concepts for Clinicians to Evaluate the Benefits, Harms and Costs of Medical Interventions. Annals of Internal Medicine 2011. 154:174.
· Cost-Effectiveness of Dabigatran Compared With Warfarin for Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation. Freeman et al. Annals of Internal Medicine 2011. 154:1 (during session, not given as pre-reading)

	3
	Solutions to problems in our health care system
	Jonathan Arend
	· Patient-centered medical homes
· Accountable care organizations
	· The Hot Spotters. Can we lower medical costs by giving the neediest patients better care? Atul Gawande. The New Yorker. Jan 24, 2011
· Accountable care organizations, the patient-centered medical home, and health care reform: what does it all mean? Longworth. The Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine 2011. 78:571.

	4
	Wrap up
	Deb Korenstein 
	· Cost effectivenesspresentation 
· Reading hospital bills 
	No specific reading


*Please note, sessions may not be in this order, so please pay attention to the schedule
